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Gen, Ep. of St. Fuae, v. 3. 
=== bat ye ſhould earneſtly contend for 


the Faith which was once dcitvered to 
the Samts, 


F it was needful for the Apoſtles to write 
_ 'unto the Churches,and to exhort them 
' fo ſtedfaſtneſs and perſeverance in the 
Faith, while the Coſpel was yet freſh 
in their memories 3 it is certainly more 
neceſſary for us who live at this diſtance, if we 
expeT the ſame common Salvation, to be in- 
ſtant, and to urge the like Exhortations, by 
how much the reaſon of their diligence and zeal 
is far more prevalent in our times. 
For unleſs the Complaints of all ſober men 
be groundleſs, unleſs the publick Voice, and 


. our own Experience deceive us, the ſundry 
Prophecies of the laſt days are fulfilled in ours; 


and the Miſchiefs that did but creep in the be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity, gather ſtrength and 
multiply among us, upon whom the Ends of 
the World are come. Should I read unto you 
this whole Epiſtle of St. Fade, or the greateſt 
part of the ſecond of St. Peter, which in moſt 
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A Sermon Preached before 


chings agrees with this, your own Obſervation - 
would preſently -ſuit-each Character ; you 
would poirit out the Per{6iis to-wbom they be- 


longed, and think it not improbable, that when 
the Spirit of God did inſpire theſe holy men, 
he might do it .with an eye to the preſent 
Age. 
"pur being I come not hither to cenſure 0- 


thers, but to confitm our ſelves in the true 


Faith, and being Errour falls and diſappears of 


it ſelf when the Fruth is fet m a clear lighe, 


I ſhall wave thoſe black deſcriptions both of - 


the Perſons and their Dodctrines, which the A- 
poſtle has here expoſed before us, and ſhall 
onely uſe them as fo many Arguments of our 
care and caution, that if we' meet with "the 
men, (as 'tis hard to avoid them) we may not- 


withſtanding ſhun their Errours; that while 


we complain: of Divifions on-'one hand, and 
Corruptions on another; of Ignorance in ſome, 
Irreligion in others, and Careleſneſs in moſt, 
' we may be ſure not tv contribate- to the in- 


creaſe of either ;- but that we labour for know- 
| ledge anda good Conſcience, the loſs of which 
is enough of it ſelf to endanger our Faith, 
though there were none without us to oppoſe 
itz and then that we ſtudy to be quiet, and. 
as much as lieth in-us, and if it be poſſible, = 


” : 
= 
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Eng the Sons of Clergy-men, 


low peace with all men : for theſe (we know) 
are infallible Evidences of a Golpel-temper, 
and inſeparable Concomitants of a meek and 
figcere Chriſtian. 
Or if it be not poſlible for 1s to compals 
ce with all, ſceing all men have not Faith, 
all- men are wn — let not that diſcou. 
re, bur rather whet our diligence in doi 
_ own undoubted duty : Though Ut _—_ 
our power and skill to make all men of one 
mind, and we cannot of our felves attain unto 
it, yet fince we are ſure of the mind of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, Ict us always remember what 
he revealed, and what they preached, believing - 
the Truth as it is in. Jeſus, continuing in the 
Truth as 'tis after Godlineſs, living peaceably, 
charitably, and unblameably aur ſelves,, and © 
praying continually both for our ſelves and o- - 
thers, and thus earzeftly contend for the Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints. 
The words are a plain, but pathetical Ex- 
horcation to an indiſpenſible and weighty Du- 
ty, incumbent on every man that hath given 
up his Name to Chriſt, that profeſles the true 
Apoſtolick Faith, and hopes to be faved in that 
Profeſſion. And furely (my Brethren) if chis 
be required of every Chriſtian, 1t will highly 
become us that are here aſſembled, when we 
- | 45 | refle& 


A Sermon 'Preathed before - 


refle@ on the relation. wherein we ſtand, not 
meerly as Profeſſours, but ſome-as F here; 
many as Diſpenſers, and all as Sons in the com- 
mon F aith, to be very earneſt and zealous for 
; thar lo we may at once credit our Extra- 
| ion and adorn the Goſpel of God our . Sa- 
viour ; that we'may walk worthy of that good. 
Providence which attended'us in our Birth, and 
bleſſed us in our Baptiſm, and maniteſt the ef- 
ficacy of that' primitive and ſound Dofrine 
which both our Fathers and our Church have. 
taught us. - | 
That therefore I may recommend the Duty 
to your pradtice, I ſhall obſerve what is pro- 
per for ourinftruQion in the words, and handle 
them in a method that may fairly conduce ta 
each : In order to which,I ſhall endeavour, 


I. To explain che meaning of this word 
z;, or Faith. 

Il. To confider the mannes of its convey- 
ance, and the Perſons that received it, 

 gutfeion mis dylole, delivered tothe Saints. 

{IT. Toobſerve the emphaſis or force of the 
particle 2=#, The Faith was. delivered fo 

the Saints, andihat but once. _ © 

IV. To conclude all with the. earneſt Ex- 


hortation of St. bw; that upon theſe 
® and 
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_ and ſome other motives I ſhall offer, we 

may be effefually perſwaded, dmeaviteSan, 

to contend earneſtly for it ; 7, e. ' to de- 

: fend it with our utmoſt vigour, to ſtrive 
þ together that we loſe it not ; not with 
.'” the fury of a blind miſguided Zeal,which 
 produceth Confuſion and every evil 
"Work ; but with the Spirit of power, and 
of love, and of a ſound mind, and with 
meekneſs of wiſdom, as becometh Saints. 


E.''F need not ſtay to tell-you, that this word 
= or Faith, hath as many, and perhaps more 
figaifications than any fingle word in the whole 
bk, Scriptures, which are obvious and eaſie to every 
_ careful Reader: Iſhall onely explain the ſence 
of it-in this place, as 'tis drawn from the 'na- 
| cure of Faith, Divine Faith in general is no- 
thing elſe but an aſſent to the Truths of God, 

 _ upon his own Word: and Teſtimony ; let it 

$-” appear that God hath declared it, and there 
i needs no.other ground of our Belief: And the 
Faith" of a Chriſtian is an aſſent to the ſame 
' truths, and upon the ſame grounds ; butas the 

q Church of Chriſt now ſtands, and muſt conti- 
nue to the end of the World, it admits of this 
addition, as they are delivered unto us-in the 


4 Writings of the Apoſtles.and Prophets. In 


which you —— diſtinguih two wy 

the aflent of the Underſiandme TIED 
credible; the aft of Believing, and the obje& 

of Faith, Now although the Faith inthe Text 


doth not exclude, but rather 1: the for- 
mer, for how ſhould we contend # "that which 
we do not believe? yet it pri denotes 


the latter, 5. e. the word of Faith, the DoQrine 
that brings Salvation, the undoubted Principles 
| ef ourholy R , containedac large inthe 
Goſpel, and ſum'd up in the Apoſtolical and 
Primitive Confeflions. And this & evident, 
x. from che following word in the Text, mow 
*ia, the Faith defrvered:; for as for the AQ or 
Habi of Faith, x eirher produced by the or- 
dinary means of hearing, or clic - 
ly infus'd by the Spirit of God : " buc that 

which is y delivered, is the Dodrine it 
lf, cither by wind of auch or bywekias 
And 2. from many llel places of Scripture, 
as Ads 13.8. < Where Elms the Sorcerer 
«Sinks © turn away the Deputy from the 
< Faith, who is afterwards faid, v. 12. 60 bea- 


_ © oniſhed ar the Dodtine of the Locd: and 


As 14-22. < When St. Paul and Baraches had 
< preached the Golpe] co ſeveral Cities, they 
< confirmed the Souls af the Diſciples, and ex- 
* Horeed them v0 commac mn the Faith : nay, 

= 


. BEES EAN. 2 Þ n % 
Re Wet EIT 
> it Ae” { — 
py ISS » £427, 
a” N FRRS "x4 
I F 6a. 
< . 

I Ac 

2 

JF * 

- 


; pr TIP | 7 Tiey-onh.” 


Se. Paul tells us of himſelf, Gal.1.2 3. * That he 


© preached the Faith which once he deſtroyed; 
© and prophefles alſo of others, That in the lat- 
* ter times ſome ſhall depart from the Faith, 


1 Tim.4.s. By all which, we are to underſtand 
the Dottrine of Fatth; that Faith which God 


revealed by his Son, which Chriſt inade known 


_ to his Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles preached to 
the World 3 at the promulgation of which, 
| the Angels rejoyced, and the Devils trembled, 
to: fee Man fo wonderfully redeemed, and- 


themſelves irrecoverably left in everlaſtin 
chains ; which was propagated by Signes and 


| Wonders, and fo demonſtrated by Miracles, 


that men were eafily induced to believe the 
Word of God in their mouths, while they ſaw 
the Power of God in every Apoſtles hand ; by 
on _ of which the Cripples were cured, 

were raiſed, and fome at firſt were 


| Apr of life : That Faith which all the 


Prophets foretold,which the Evangeliſts pen'd, 
and the Church receiv'd : That Faith which in 


one day by the firſt Pertecoft-Sermon, conver- 4 2.41] 


ted about 3o0oo Souls, and hath crowned ma-, 


ny Millions in fucceeding Ages, with eternal 
- Glory: In a word, That Faith which bath fa- 


ved Ul the'Saints that are already-in Heavery 
and: muſt bring all the reſt that are ordained 
'B to 
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- to come thither. Which. leads me in the nexr' 


; place, 


 wered to the Saints : I put theſe two together, 
becauſe they will- help to. explain each other. 


And here if we would take in; the whole we 


contend for, we muſt go back to the beginning, 
not onely to. the Book of the Generation. of Je-- 
' ſus Chrift, but even to the Epoche of time it 
fſeFf, and may trace it down briefly in this ſuc- 
ceeding courſe : When God had created man: 
for his own ſervice, that is, his glory, he was 
pleaſed to reveal his will to him, becauſe what 
was hid from. him. could neven be the inſtance 
of his duty; and hence to the- Law of Nature 
which he printed. on. his mind, he added a po- 
ſitiye command to try the integrity of his obe- 
dience: and this was the firſt Revelation made. 
to Adam in innocence,whereby he was enjoin'd: 


to believe and to obey his Maker. - But alas !- 


weall know whatAdam did,and feel the fad ef- 
eQs of his tranſgreſſionunto this day : * where- 
© fore in the ſucceedingAges he ſpake unto the 


< Fathers at ſundry tumes,and in divers-manners, - 


Heb. 1. ſometimes by an audible” Voice, and: 
ſometimes by ſecret Illapſes, by Dreams and by. 


Vifions, by the Miniſtry of Men, and by the. 
2 ; . Mellage 
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H. To conſider the manner of its conveyance, _ 


and the perſons that received it, The Faith deli-- 
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Miclige of -Angels: And when = FTE —# 
time was come, he ſpake unto us once for all, + 
by bis onely begotten Son ; who being from 

+ all eternity in the boſom ofthe Father, was a- 
ble to know ; and undertaking this errand of 
his infinite compaſſion,and his own accord, was 
willing? to impart whatever was neceſſary for 
us to receive.: 'In order to-which, he took our 
Nature upon him, converſed. among. us, unfol- 
ding the Myſtery which was before kept ſecret, 
and fo became the Author of this Faith. And 
as his' Mercy was great in his Advent, ſo he 

| ſhew'd his Wiſdom 1n the choice of the Perſons 
to whom he delivered this Will 3 for he did 
not propound # at all adventures, and expoſe 

It to the uncertain Multitude, or commit it to 
the hands of the prejudiced Rabbies, not unto 
.the Rich and Noble, or the Wiſe and Learn- 
ed of the Age; but unto a ſelefted company 
of illiterate Galileans,twelve men of mean qua- 
lity, and from an obſcure corner, without the 
advantages of Birth or Breeding, that by the 
weaknels of the Inſtruments, and the impro- 
bability of the means, the Power of God might 
appear ſtronger. Theſe were they, deſpiſed 
indeed by men, but highly favoured of God, 
and choſen by Chriſt to be Witneſſes of all 


that he began both to do, and teach, and ſuf- 
| B 2 fer : 
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' fer: Who being always 2 latere to their Lord 


and Maſter, and enjoying the acceſs of Favou- 


- rites, and the freedom of Friends, had the e- 


vidence of their outward Senſes to confirm the 
inward perſwaſton of their Minds, whereby 
they were as infallibly aſfored'that he knew 
all things, and that he came forth from God, as 
char they heard him' ſpeak, or ſaw him work a 


Miracle: And thus St. Jobs the familiar Difci - 


ple teſtifieth of himſelf and the reſt of the A- © 
poſtles, 1 Ep.r. 1. * That which was from the 
inning, which we have heard, which we 


© have ſeen with onr eyes, which we lave look- 


©ed upon, andour hands have handled of the 


© word of life ; that which we have feen and 
© heard dedare we unto you. 

And as they were Witndlſſes of all his Di- 
vine Speeches, and mighty Works, and'birrer. - 
Sofferings, and above all, of his glorions Re- 
farreQion from the dead, even of all that had 
pafled fromthe Baptiſm of John, wntil the day 


of his AMdingitivn 3 ; fo after his Aſcetſion, he 


confirmed their-Minds, and mcreaſed their 
Faith, and emboldened their Faces, by the 


puniftual performance of the Promiſe he made | 


them on Farth in ſending the Spirit from Hea- 
ven: That good Spirit that enliphrened their 


IN ferrniſhed their Memories, and 
Mong 
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the Sons of Clergy-men, 


ouided them into all Truth ;. that inf] pired. 
them with the' gift of Tongues and of Prophe: 
cy, endued them with a power of* working 
Miracles alſo, in ſome reipeQs greater than 

thoſe he had wrought himſelf, and:brought all 
things freſh to their remembcance whadoevet; 
they had ſeen or heard before; or:were.now 
to publiſh. By which they were fully inſtru-- 
Qed and x Aa? and:perficaly. cnabled' to 
diſcharge their truſt; maiigre all the oppoſition 
that malice, or rage, or wit, or power could - 
make againſt them; for by one ſhort Sermon. 
_ Gas iard)) which youread 5 ma the. ſecond. of the | 

ASs, they augmented the former-number of. 
120 with the addition of about 3000: Souls, 
and by the next, { recorded in the third ). of 


© near 5000 more: [o-mightily grew theWord a. 4. :.. 


© of God,and prevailed, and Believers were the 

©more added to the Lord; multitudes both of 
men and women, AG. 5. 1 

Theſe were the Perſons to whom: the Faith - 
was at firſt delivered, and theſe the means of 
its firſt conveyance : - That which Chriſt recei- 
ved of his Father, he delivered unto the Apo- 
Rles;: that which -the ApSſtles :received of - 
Chriſt, they delivered to the Saints, who were 
called fo to be, being converted by their prea- - 
ching : And thus the Faith was planted, and” 
| the.- 
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the Charct: of Chriſt Was: lands, "That >" 
Primitive, >Holy, andUniform Church which | 
began-at Feruſalem; and-was the Mother of all | 
 _ rrue Churches'1 = after Ages 3 which conſiſted | 
_— a-opm faithful; and, obedient... and 4 
di Spe profeſſing the ſame Dadring; 
communicating -1n'the' ſame Sacraments, and 
Te :the ſame Prayers : As ye find'them 
Air prg2s * Then they. that.glad: 
ed his word; were baptized, andithe 
6 * Ame day, there were added unto them aboyt 
000 Souls ; and: they continued; ſtedfaftly 
© inthe Apoſtles Dofrine and Fallowlbip,;and 
< in breaking of Bread, and in'Prayers:; Ibe- 
ſeech you, conſult. che place, and*ponder the 
words well, becauſe they contain all the ne- - 
ceſſary Notes,and cſlential Ingredients of a true | 
Church : They were all 'baptized, there's the . | 
entrance by Baptiſm ; they ſtedfaſtly retained 
the Apoſtles DoGrine, FIAT s the unity of the 
Faith ; they. continued in' the Apoſtles Fellow- 
ſhip, there' s their union and adherence to their 
Governours 3 they 'fecerved: the blefled 'Eu- ; 
chariſt, expreſſed by breaking of bread, and con- ; 
. ſented in\ the ufe of the ccommon Prayers, 
there's the Uniformity : of - their . Worſhip. 
-Theſe were the Saints of the firſt Church, built 
upon the Fane Which hy Apoſtles then Ns | 
ched; 
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ched, made: capable of a: ATI. TRE 
and an uninterrupred:fucceſſion:: © for the Lord _ 
© added: daily then ſuch:as ſhowld: be faved;and a: >. 47: 
hath ever ſince added more, and. will ſtill per- 
1 | ſevere to adde,' even unto. the end-of the 
| World, till he ſhall have compleated the num- - Wy 
ber of his Ele&, © and preſentedunto himſelf a = A 
© olorious Church, without ſpot- or: wrinkle, in ep. 5: 25; | 
<Heaven. So-mnch for the-mannes of its firſt con- | 
weyarice, and the Perſons that firſt received it. 
But here ariſeth a material queſtion that 
concernsall the ſucceeding Ages;and is of great 
moment to us now living; for. that the Faith 
| was at firſt revealed by Chriſt, and publiſhed 
by his Apoſtles, is confeſſed by. all Chriſtians, 
however they be otherwiſe. divided-in their. 0- 
pinions or judgments ;: but where this Faith is 
now to be found; and how it is derived down- 
| wardsunto us, wha:live. at: :the.diflance-of 
r600 years ad upwards, is a controverlie that 
ar this very hour diſturbs Chriſtendom. 
- That.tis preſerved in the Scriptures' as a 
verſa Rule of Gods revealed W1ll, is the Do- 
Arine of ours, and all reformed Churches's . 
'That the Scriptures are not a ſufficient Rule 
of; Faith, but want a ſupply. from Tradition, is: 
the known Do&rine: of -the:Church of Rome. 
Ip the meer mention of - which, , you cannot 
but. 


oy iy y Gln, fag ang 
"Yo our purer for guiding our Conlci- 
ences, /and building us upin our moſt holy | 


” - - miſe ſomeſew preliminaries, rlit may at once 

i give us Tight, aud oo cavils in this En- 

b: > wat 23, Wy, 5 BL Ie 1s confeſſed, that as our Saviour writ 

L- _ © ” nothing himſelf, ſo the commiſſion he gave his 

Apoſtles was not. to Pn” bue to teach and 

10% 3500: But then iris no olefs coftain; ae FA As 

4 7'*® > 2 poſtles taught the Churches by writing, as well 

I x Gar.12 2. as by preaching 3 and chat the Faith. was pro- | 

|  -pagared by both, | by preaching to the Saints 

- _ __ preſent, by writing to thoſe abſent. = 

3-- Whatever . 8; Apoſtles delivered by 
word of mouth, or committed to wricing, is 

of equal authority, becauſe-in both they were 

_ Inſpired | by the Holy Ghoſt : If therefore'it 

| appear, that what is delivered, be the Word 

© and Wilbof God, whether it be written or 

T unwritten, "tis ſufficient ground wry a Chriſtians 

Faith. 

4- But then fourthly, fince 1t is clomilile 

to make it appear, that after the Scriptures 

were written, and the Canon was compleat; 

there remained fome Articles of Faith preſer- 

FE] | | ved 


Faith: In orderto' Skich, crave leave tofpre- © 


ved onely by Trad] tion, "and not Jelvered] in 
. the Scriptures, it will naturally follow, that 
the written Word of God is a ſufficient Rule 
of divine Faith. 

I confels at the firſt, when Chriſtianity was 
contin'd to a narrow compaſs, and the number 
_ of Believers was bur ſmall, their zeal and con- 
cern for the Faith was rick, that there. was rio 
danger of letting any thing ſlip which they had 
received as a neceſſary Doctrine ; and then O- 
ral Tradition was a proper conveyance of the 
divine Will,” eſpecially conftdering that then 
the gifts of the Spirit were plentifully ſhed, not 
onely on the Apoſtles, but on every true Be- 
liever alſo: But when the Word of God grew 
and mulriplied, and the Religion of Jeſus gain- 
ed ground in the World, when it ſpread it ſelf 
far and near, and paſſed through many hands 
into divers remote Countries, the ſame Spirit 
that moved the Apoſtles to teach and preach, 
moved ſome of-them to write what they had 
preached, and other holy men to write what 
they. had ſeen and heard, leſt in proceſs of time 
their. Dodrine might be forgotten by the 
careleſneſs of luke-warm Profeſſours, or cor- 
rupted by.the contrivance of crafry Hereticks, 
or deſtroyed by the malice of the Devil. 

And truly, though the Writings of any one 
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Apoſtle appointed for this purpoſe had been 
ſufficient to preſerve the Faith entire, parti- 
| cularly had we onely the Goſpel of St. Fobn, 
affirming of himſelf, that though he had omit- 
| ted many things that Jeſus did, yet he had 
written all things neceſſary to ſalvation, 
Fob.20. 30,31. © And many other fignes tru-- - 
_ * ly did Jeſus in the preſence of his Diſciples, 
&which are not written in this Book : But- 
theſe are written, why ? that ye might believe ; 
written that ye might believe what ? that Fe» 
ſns us the Chriſt, the Son of God ; and what- 
of that ? and that believing, (this, as the great 
foundation of all the reſt, which the belief of 
this is apt to produce in your hearts and lives) 
ye might have life through bis Name. | ſay, 
though the Teſtimony i of ane. in this manner 
had been ſufficient, yet ſuch & the Providence 
of God, and his abundant care of his Church, 
which muſt continue to the end of the World, 
that he ratifies his Will by a joynt teſtimony, © 
and-confignes theRule of ourFaich by the hands 
of ſeveral Witnefles, differing perhaps in' ſttle 
and method, and” other circumſtances, but a- 
greeing in the ſubſtance of all things neceſia. 
ry, as the water i the ſame, though it be con- 
veyed through ſundry pipes and channels. _ | 
From what hath been prenuſed, we may 


thus 
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thus argue : If to preſerve a thing from obli- 
vion or corruption, be the main end of wri- 
ting it, then all that is neceſſary to ſalvation 
was alſo written, becaule 'tis moſt requiſite to 
preſerve what is moſt neceflary. Or if you 
pleaſe, thus : If it was neceſlary for the Apo- 
ſtles to write at all, leſt what they had deti- 
vered might be loſt, ic was requiſite they 
ſhould write all that was neceflary, left the de- 
figne of the whole might be fruſtrated. For 
when God of his infinite goodneſs had reveal- 
ed his Will for the ſalvation of man, and in his 
own due time inſpired thoſe holy men that 


_ Writ it, had they with-held or ſuppreſſed any 


part of it, the drift of the whole had been 
rendered ineffeQual, our Faith had been lame, 
and the means of our ſalvation imperfed : 
Which can never confiſt with the integrity of 
ſuch as are fuppoſed to write by inſpiration, 
nor with the goodneſs of God that inſpired 
them in order to the ſalvation of mankind. 

But if this general Argument be lefs perſwa- 


five, give me leave to enforce it with a mat- | 


ter of fa&, which admits of no exception. 


And here, for the Authority of the Old Teſta- - 


ment,we have the references and quotations of 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles, for the perfeion 


of the New, the concurrent teſtimony of the 


G2 Antients 
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Antients.; ; and for the = of both; the 
gs appeals of the Church of God. 


. It is manifeſt, that. though our Saviour. 
cs proved the eruth. of his Dofrine 


by Miracles and mighty Works, yet general- 
ly he appeald to. the Scriptures as to the prin- 
cipal teſt of the greateſt truths + for thus he 
confuted the Sadducees in that fundamental 
Article of the ReſurreQion, Mat. 22. 29. *Ye 
« do err, not knowing the Scriptures.: -'To 
them he referred the Jews when he prov'd 


himſelf the Meſlias, Job. 5. 39. © Search the . 


© Scriptures, for in them ye think;ye have: e- 
© ternal life, - and they are they that teſtifie of 
© me. 'By them he confirmed his Diſciples, 
when he was riſen from the dead: for, * be- 
« ginning at Moſes and all the Prophets, he 
< expounded. unto them in all the Scriptures, 
© the things concerning. himſelf, Luke 24. 27. 
And. hence St. Peter ſeems. to prefer. the Pro-: 
phecies of old time,before an immediate © voice: 
« from Heaven.; for though-we heard the voice 
© 1n the holy Monnt, 2 Per. 1. 18. yethe pre- 
© {ently adds, we have alſo. more ſure word: 


* of Propheſie, whereunto ye do.well that ye 
© take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a 


* dark place. Thus St. Paxl commends Tin0- 


; © thy, that rom a, child he had known the ho-- 
C &ly 
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c « Iy Scriptures, which were able to make him 
© wiſe unto ſalvation, through Faith which is 
© in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim. 3- I5. And toname 


no more, * The Berxans. are ſaid: to be more. 


© noble. than they of The-ſſalonics, becauſe they 
« ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether theſe 
© things were ſo, AG&s 17.it. 

But you'll ay, the teſtimonies hitherto.pro- 
duced:,. concern onely. the Old Teſtament. ; 


what's all this to the New, which was'not writ- 


ten while our Saviour was on Earth, but after 
the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and that at ſome 
diſtance of. time, and by degrees, as the Spirit 
moved the - Apoſtles and- other holy. men to 
write ? For the perfeCtion therefore and- (uffi- 
ciency of the New we have the practice of the 
Chucch inthe pure(t times, and the unanimous 
conſent of the Fathers who appealed to the 
Scriptures 1n all their queſtions that concerned 
Faith or. Manners, and- confuted all Hereſies 


by them. An Argument, I'confels, from-hu- 


mane teſtimony, but yet of undoubted autho- 
rity, ſuch as no prudent man hasteaſon to di- 
ſtruſt, and ſuch as the matter 1s capable of. I: 
know they did: fometimes- alledge Traditions, 


. eſpectally. when they diſputed witi thoſe thar 


denied the Scriptures ; but this does not at all 


infer the inſufficiency of the Scriptures, becauſe- 
the: 


*2 
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the Traditions they urged, were of fuch chinps | 


.as were {et down in the Scriptures. Nay, they 
did rather hereby confirm- their authority,. by 
ſhewing the great agreement there was be- 
'tween ſuch as were true Traditions, and the 
holy Scriptures.: For it onght to be remem- 

bred, that the Fathers were to encounter two 
fort of Adverſaries; ſome few that denied the 
Scriptures, and others that received . them : 


Where the Scriptures were denied, they, al- 


lJedg'd onely Traditions; where the Scriptures 
were allowed, they alledg'd the Scriptures in 
the firſt place, and Traditions for the true 
ſence 'and interpretation of - the Scriptures. 
But it does not appear that they ever did al- 
ledge Traditions for any one Article of Faith 
which is not plainly xguetied in the Scri- 
ares. 

I ſhall not here detain you with a cloud - 
Quotations which are colle&ed to my hands 
by a great many learned Pens, but onely-wich 
a few that are plain and poſitive: for I think 
I may fafely affirm, that if there be one Tradi- 
tion which runs through the Writings of the 
Antients as a common Principle , it is this ; 
That the Scriptures contain the perfect Rule 
of Faith. 


Irenanus. 
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Irenens. © The Scriptures are perfect, for Liv.r. cap. 47. 
* they are the Word of God, and were dicta- 7 ©? 
© red by the Spirit of God. Again, We have 
© known the method of our falvation by no o- 
© ther but thoſe that brought us the Goſpe], 
© which at firſt indeed they preach'd, bur af- 
©terwards by the Will of God they delivered 
©-1t unto us in the Scriptures, to be the Foun» 
© dation and Pillar of our. Faith in time to - 
© come. | 
' Clem, Alexandr. © They-that look for the $moy. 7. via... 


© truth; muſt non deſiſt till they have found it rear p25, 
© 1n the holy Scriptures: for the Writings of 
© the Apoſtles and Prophets are the onely cer- 
© tain principle of-the Chriſtian Doctrine, che 
* onely demonflration in matter of Faith — anlite. 
Origen. © For the confirmation of all our Hom. 25. in : 
© words which we - deliver as Do@rine, we ©" 
© muſt produce the fence of the Scriptures : 
' © for as no gold was fanctifted without the 
© Temple, fo no Opinion without the Scri- - 
<-ptures is holy. | 
Athanafins. ©Tf ye are-the Diſciples of the De Incarnae 
© Goſpel, ſpeak not wickedly againſt God, but a 
« walk by the Scriptures : | for if ye diſcourte 
< without them, why do ye contend with us, 
© who dare not ſpeak nor hear what is foreign - 


to them ? 
Chry ſoft: : 


onde ihe Elec. 
IN 200 
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Yomin Pl.96. "Chryſo oft. © If we ſpeak without the warrant 


* of Scripture, the thoughts of our hearers are 
* uncertain ; now they aſſerit, anon they 
* doubt, ſometimes they reze& our diſcourſe 
« as frivolous, at the beſt they receive it onely 
< as probable ; but when we. produce the te- 
; *-Emony of the voice of God from the. Scri- 
£ pture, it gives authority to the ſpeech of the 
* Preacher, and confirms the mind of the 
* Hearer. © 
And to. the ſame effe& ſpeak St. Baſtl, St. 
Cyril Hieroſ. Damaſcen, Theophyla&, Theoph. 
Alexandr. and fundry other of the Greeks. 
Give me leave to ſubjoyn ſome few of the 
Latins, that by two forts of Witneſſes we 
may learn the Truth, .and filence Gain-ſay - 
ers. --- 


ads. Hermog; Tertullian. * TheGoſpel of Chriſt putsan end 


Co 22, 


De Przſcr. © tO all our curioſity and enquiry;when once we 
adv. Hzret ©helieve that, we expe& nothing further : for 
© this we believe firſt, that we are to believe 
© nothing further. Agaiz, I adore the fulneſs 
© of the *Scripturess Let Hermogenes ſhew 
* that 'tis written 3 if not, let him expect the 
* woe denounced againſt them that add or de- 

« trad any thing. 
Ep. 74. ad St. Cyprian. © If it be commanded in 1 the 
4: Ie © Goſpel, or.contained in the Epiſtles or Atts 
Reef | of 
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« of the Apoſtles, then let us obſerve ir as a 
© divine and holy Tradition. And elſewhere 


' © having reckoned up the Canonical. Books, 


_ © Theſe are they ( fays he) that make up the 


© Rule from whence we draw all the aſſertions 
«© of our Faith. 


"> 


Hieronymus, * The Church of Chriſt poſs 1 Mich. cr 


* ſefſes Aſſemblies in all the World, being 
< Joyn'd by the Unity of the Spirit ; and 
£ hath Cities founded on the Law and the 
© Prophets, the Goſpel and the Apoſtles. She 
© departs not out of her own bounds, that is, 
© from the Scriptures, but retains her firſt poſ- 
© ſeſſion. ; 
The time will not permit me to quote e- 
very Father, nor all of each; I ſhall onely 
adde the words of St. Auguſtine diſputing with 
Maximinus, and thoſe of Optatus againſt rhe 
Donatiſts, becauſe they are near akin, and 


highly uſeful co put an end to this and all 0- 


- 


ther Controverſies. < Neither ought I to al- $.Aug- cons 
x Maximia, l 
© ledge now the Council of Nice, nor thou c 14. 


© that of Ariminum, as prejudging the queſti- 
6 on on either fide; for neither am I bound 
£ to the authority of the one, nor thou of the 
© other : let us both conteſt with authorities 


_ © of Scriptures, which are Witneſſes common 


©to 
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Oprar1.g.con- © to: us. both. Optat. You ſay 'tis lawful, we 
ma Prmen. 6 Gy tis. not 3 and between both, the people 
6 are in ſuſpence.; let them not believe ei- 
© ther, for perhaps. we are both - contentious ; 
© but let. us be tryed by Judges: If they be 
© Chriſtians, both ſides will not. afford ſuch, 
© ( wiz. ſuch as are impartal; ) if they be 
© Heathens, they are altogether ignorant ; if 
© they be Jews, they are utter Enemies. See- 
© ing therefore we can find 'no competent 
© Judges on Earth, we muſt have recourſe to , 
© Heaven : Butalaſs | what can we expet 
<from Heaven, while we have the haſt Will 
© and Teſtament of our Saviour in the Go-' , 
Rb | Ee 
He compares the Scriptuses to the Wilt of 
a Teſtatoue : if any Controverſie ariſe among =Þ 
the Kindred: after his death, and one affirms 0 
this, another that ; they don't run to his 1 
Grave, but peruſe the Wricwgs, and ſo Jearn 
: + -» his mjnd-as though he were flilt among thems 
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Out. Sayioyr therefore, who® & now in Hea- 
ven, forefeing ſirifes after his death, hath 
left us his Wall in the laſting. Tables of the _ | 
Goſpel = And: ſurely - theſe are ſufficient to 

teach us; bis. mind, theſe alone muſt decdde © 
all our differences.that concetn.Faith or Man- | 
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From hence alone we derive whatever we 
believe with our hearts, or confeſs with our 
mouths, as of neceſlity to ſalvation, becauſe 
by theſe we ſhall be judged at the laſt day : 
© For God ( ſays St. Paul ) ſhall judge the 
© ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt according 
* to my Goſpel, Rome. 2. 26. Thele things 
we teach and exhort, as the ſure ground of 
our Faith and Practice, and venture our. Souls 
upon them, : © And if any man teach other- 
* wile, ( for I doubt not to apply the words 
* of St. Paul again, 1 Tim. 6. 3. &vc.) and 
© conſent not to wholſome words, even the 
© words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
© Dodrine which is according co Godlineſs; 
he is proud, he knows nothing, he doats ; They 
are not mine, but the words of the Apoſtle, 
with many more as ſevere as thele : © And 
© from ſuch ( ſaith he to Timothy his own Son 
© in the Faith) withdraw thy ſelf, v.g. What- 
ever any man would alledge or obtrude upon 
you, which is not conſonant to the wholſome 
words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which make 
up the whole Doctrine according to Godli- 
neſs, reje& and diſclaim it as alien from the 
Faith ; for unlefs ye can have new Scriptures, 
ye can never have new Atticles of your Faith. 
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To theſe alone we appeal as the immoveable WE 
Rule of our Do&Qrines ; and if any doubt ariſe 


in the interpretation of them, we refer our 


ſelves gladly to the firſt and pureſt Antiqui- 
ty : To Chriſt alone as the great Author and - 
Finiſher of our Faith ; to the Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſis, as the firſt Preachers and Pab- 
lifhers ; to the Primitive Fathers and Coun- 
cils, as the beſt Helpers and -Interpreters. 
Let no man therefore deceive you with vain 
words, nor beat you off from this hold and 
fortreſs ; whatever is neceſſary to eternal life, 
is fully contained in the holy Scriptures ; 
whatever is not there, can never be a. part of 
the Chriſtian Faith. I conclude this poinc 
with the words and appeal of the Prophet, 
which is back'd with an excellent reaſon, 
I/ai. $8.20. *To the Law and to the Teſt 
© mony; if they ſpeak not according to-chis 
* word, it is becauſe there is no. light in 
«. them. p 

HE IT ſhould now: proceed m' the third 
place to obſerve the emphafis and force of the 


. Particle- 4=#, The Faith was delivered to the 


Saints, and that but once: Which little word 
is of great weight, and carries with it ſuffi- 
cient matter to :conclude and:determine thoſe 

| that 


Pi 


the Sons of Clergy-men. 


that ſeek it,and to ſettle and ſecure thoſe that 
hold it. But that which IT chiefly deſigne; 
ſince the time forbids me to enlarge upon it) 
is the Immutability of this Faith, which is the 
proper importance of the word Once: 
That which Chriſt received of his Father, 


' he communicated to: his Apoſtles ; fo' he 


teſtifies himſelf, when he prayed for them, 
Fob. 17. $8. © I have given them the words 
© which thou gaveſt. me , and they have re- 
© ceived: them : The ſame that they received 
of Chriſt, they delivered to the Saints. . So 
St. Peter declares, 2 Pet. 1. 16.. * We have 
© not followed cunningly. deviſed Fables , 
© when we made known unto -you-the power 

© and coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
© were eye-witnefles of his Majeſty. Nay; 
St. Paul {peaks of his Goſpel andthe preach- 
ing of Feſus Chrift, as one and the ſame thing, 
Rom. 16. 25. which he there interprets once 
for all to be, © The Revelation of the My- 
* ſtery which was kept ſecret ſince the World 
© began, but now is made manifeſt, and by 
© the Scriptures of the Prophets, aceording to 
*the commandment of the everlaſting God , 
&-[ mark that again, I pray! ] made known 
© ta all-Nations for the obedience of Faith. 


Here.: 
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- Here then we are ſure of the whole immt- 


table counſel of God for the Faith and Obe- 


dience 'of all. Nations, which the ſucceeding 
Church is to: preach and receive as from' the 


beginning, not 'to- enlarge or ſhorten, not 
co alter or corrupt by any. mixtures- or ad- 
ditions of their own devifing : For though 
when Chriſt founded his Church, he made 
that indeed: capable of a continual addition, 
even' till the full' period of his coming a+ 
gain to Judgment 3 yet the foundation of 
Faith upon which he built it, is like himſelf, 
the ſame- yeſterday; and to day, and for ever; 
it ſtands. as a Rock, firm. and unalterable, 
never to be changed by Man or Angel. For 
though *We' ( ſays 'St. Paul, Gal. 1.8.) ot 
* an Angel from Heaven, preach any othet 
© Goſpel unto you, than that which we have 
« preached unto you, let him be accurſed: 


A dreadful fentence ar firſt hearing ! but 


that we may-not take it! for a ſudden tranſ- 
port, we have the ſam? refult from his fe- 
cond thoughts" (v. 9g: ) © As we ſaid before, 


< ſo ſay F now again, If any man preach any 


© other Goſpel unto you, 'than that ye have 
< received, let him be accurſed.” And what 


need I ſay more ? If an Apoſtle or an Angel - 


may 
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the Sons of Clergy=men. 


' may not attempt a change in the Dodrine 


of the Goſpel, under pain'of a Curſe, what 
ſhall be the doom' of any other ? If Chriſt 
knew the mind of his Father, . and the Apo- 
ſtles his, what words can. exprels the heinou(- 
neſs of that guilt, where men preſume to 
make additions to it? Fſhall add but one 
Rule which may ſerve to eſtabliſh us in this 
Faith againſt all fort of innovations, and tis 
that of Tertallian's, where he pleads Preſcri- 
ption- for the Trath-: 14 dominicum Gr ve- 
ran quod prins traditum, id extraneum &» fal- 
ſum,  quod- poſterinus immiſſum. Whatever is 


truly. a part of the Chriſtma DoGrine, was 


once at firſt delivered 3 whatever bears any 


latter date, can never be a point of the true 


.. FV. And now methinks/ the Application 
of the whole is-{o eafie and obvious, 'thatic 
makes it felf:: For if the Faith of the Goſpel 
be fo certain, and: has been- {@ fully eviden- 
ced and made known to us, if it # a Do- 
Frine of ſo- great and pretious importance, 
even the: Doftrine that brings Salvation ; A 
Dodtine- that comes from - God ' by his onely 
begotten Son,- and ſhews us the! onely way 


to him; on which the eternal: welfare of our 


Souls: 


"29 


m Fr ermon IE. 9 This 


Souls depends; -and without which we had 
ſtill remained what we were before, chil- 
dren of wrath : Surely then 'tis worthy.of 
our Chriſtian Reſolution and Zeal, not one- 
ly to love and obey it from the heart, bur 
to confeſs and maintain.and propagate in the 
World with | our: earneſt endeavours , and 
perſevering diligence ; _ Then we cannot but 
ſee what reaſon-we have, * to ſtand faſt in 
« one Spirit, with: one: mind, ſtriving - toge- 
© ther for the Faith of the Goſpel, as St. Paul 
exhorts, Phil. 1. 27. or as St. Jude here 1n the 
Text, To contend earneſtly for it, as twas once 
delivered to the Saints.  - ©: 

There is a Zeal (I know in.the World 
which tends to deſtroy what it ſeeins-to-con- 
tend for, which is full of bitterneſs; and 

wrath, and clamours, and evil ſpeakings ; a 

Zeal that commonly rageth and is confident, 

becauſe it proceeds from ignorance , and 

knows not whereon to: bottom : There is 

a Zeal that ſets on fire the courſe of Na- 

ture, and is ſer on fire of Hell; nay, that 

would call for fire from Heaven to conſume 

thoſe that oppoſe it, ſuch as once betray'd 

Luke 9.5455: t {elf .in two of the Diſciples, before they 


(bleſſed 


well underſtood the Goſpel-Spirit. But - 
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the Sons of Clergy=men. 
( bleſſed be God for his Grace ) we have 
not ſo learned Chriſt; no, the Zeal which 
the true Faith requires, and works in all its 
fincere Followers, is founded on knowledge 
and a found mind; - it is innocent, -and pa-' 
tient, and holy ; it is always tempered with 
meekneſs, and guided by the wiſdom that 
is from above; *© which is firſt pure, then Jan. 3. :7: 
< peaceable, gentle, and eafie to be entrea-' 
* ted, full of mercy and good fruits, without - 
© partiality, and without hypocrifjte. Where- 

fore while we ſtrive together for the Faith 

of the Goſpel, let us ſirialy keep to the 
Laws, and walk by the Rules which the Go- 

ſpel preſcribes to us; always remembring 

that Apoſtolical Caution, 2 Tm. 2. 5. ©If a 

© man ſtrive for Maſteries, yet he is not crown- 

© ed, except he ſtrive lawfully. 


As for you ( my Brethren and Friends ) 
whom I take to be grounded in this Faith, 
and long fince ſtabliſhed in the love of itt is 
needleſs (I hope ) to Joad you with Per- 
ſwaſions to ſtand for it, or indeed to conti- 
nue and perſevere in it : Ir is but the eftet 
of that happy Education which your Parents 
at firſt beſtowed upon you; and" 'ris bur 
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$3 wt reaſonable to- expe 'that the" Seed of God 
which, was then ſowp in \your hearts, ſhould: | 
Tow up daily to! perfecion, and bring forth: } 
ſaitable fruit : Far any man to draw back! | 
or. deſert the ways . of: Religion, argues ei- | 
ther ignorance of -its grounds, or great vani-- 
ty and lightneſs/'of mind ; but for Us who 
are deſcended from the [Tribe of Lewi, and 
cannot be ſuppoſed. te: want inſtraGtion, to | 
forſake, or waver, . of even to doube of our - 


Heb. 13. 7» 


And as the beſt means to -maintain this 
Perſeverance, let us all be moſt earneſtly ex- 
hoxted to joyn inan hearty Union and Com. 
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the Sons of Clergy-min.” 


| pllance. with the DoAririe , ; and - Diſcipline, 
'and Licurgy of this Excellent and Apoſtoli- 
cal Chnrch, whereof we are Members: A 
Church that comes neareſt the Pattern in 
the Mount ; to- that I mean which be- 
'gatvat 'Feraſalem;,, -and- went forth ifrom 
Sion, which was once for all founded by otir 
Lord, buntt up by tis Apoſtles, and continued 
e Indi ancorrdpt m all the-frrſt and beſt A- 


gev of Religion. 


is ; 


And ſeeing you are now diſperſed and 
diſtributed: into; ſeveral Callings, and \x great 
diverſity ' of Conditions , 5 otras God 
hath  difpoſed of you , ſve that” you carty 
the Reputation of your Family-and Extra- 
ion along with you 3 let it appear by 
yout walking iti Chriſt, av you have received 
him , that the Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion have their efficacy in every Pro- 
feflion ; ſhew that you have been taughr 
froni your infancy to' live ſ6berly ,' righte- 
owlly, and godly in "thr ptefent World: 
fo ſhall ye adorn the Goſpe} which your 
Farhets preached, and prove your fincerity 


49 the Faith, fo ſhall cit be manifeſt  toi'your | 


Klics and others, that ye'donot reſt :micrely 
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34 A Sermon Preached before 


in any external Priviledges , but that you FP, 
| 


live over the: Doctrines oy profeſs , ar | 
praftiſe the Truth which is after Godli- 


neſs. 


And becauſe the great demonſtration of 
.your Faith is to be ſeen in your Works, e- © |} 
ſpecially the works of Mercy and Charity, 
. Put on therefore' ( as the Ele$ of God, holy, 
and beloved ) Bowels of mevcies, kindneſs, 
and a benign temper of mind ; and above all 
theſe things, put on Charity, which 3s the bond | 
of perfeGineſi, as the Apoſtle again exhorts, _ | 
Col. 3. 12. You cannot want , ObjeQs. to 
-move your -compaſſion, nor Motives to con- 
 Nrain it : Here 1s a large Field before you, 
of the Widows and the Fatherleſs, whoſe | 
Relation and Birth. muſt 'needs endear this | 
.daty to you : - Some of, their Widows are | 
Nill alive, who . ſuffered much for their con- 
Fancy to the Faith, and their fidelity to the 
.Crown ; ('two: inſeparable Notes of a ge- 
nuine Son. of the Church of England ) du- 
ring the times of the Great Rebellion; and - 
many are the Children that can ſcarce ſpeak | 
for themſelvs,, who through the narrow Pro- | 
viſion- that is made for the CLERGY nn | 
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the Sons of Clergy-men. 35 
too many places of this Kingdom, beſpeak 
your afliſtance by my mouth. 


_ 


: _ *Tis the command you know of the Apo- 
| ſtle, © That whilſt ye have opportunity, ye Gal. 6.10. 
| * ſhould do good unto all men, but eſpe- 
© cially to them that are of the Houſhold of 
© Faith : What ſhould be accounted the 
Houſhold of Faith, rather than the Families of 
them that preach it? And what opportunity 
; can ye have of doing good, that exceeds 
| this ? | 


: And confider ( I beſeech you ) Ton that 
are Rich among the Brotherhood , who it 
3s that hath put ſuch. a difference between 

: ' you and them; was it purely your own 

Induſtry, or Parts, or Studies, that got you 

this Wealth ; or is it not rather the Ble(- 

fing of God, who hath given you all things 
richly co enjoy ? What has any amongſt 
you which he did not receive? Now if you 

did receive it, look up to God your great Be- 

nefator with thankful hearts, and look down 

upon the Widows and the Fatherleſs with 


[+ Pity and Compaſſion. 
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"He, 6. 10, 


"poſe ce that Tribute which you”! owe 


- unto God for theit wife, and what to Teave 


with the Stewards of the Feaft to day, let 
it be bur an Earneſt-Penny of what you de- 
figne for the Treafurers: of the Corporation 
from time to time : Think- it dot enough to 
ſprinkle a little now , but lay by ſomething 
for them our of your - conſtant Income; ' and 
when yon make Proviſion for 'yorr own 
Famihes, let the Honfbold of Faith have ſome 
ſhare and' portion, even in your _ Wills ate 
Teſtaments. 


Reſolve to do it, 'before you go hence ; 
Vow it here m the Clnrch-before the Lord 
your God, from the ground of the heart, 
and make him ſome chearfnl- and ſuitable 


_ acknowledgement for his diſtimguiſhing Pro- 


vidence towards you and yours: So ſhall. 


the reſt of your fubRance be bleffed and in- 


creafed, and the Prayers of the Deſtitute ſhall 


be heard in your behalf; fo ſhall your own 
Poſterity thrive the berter, nay, the Chil- 


. dren of others, and the Generations to come 


ſhall calf ye bleſſed, and your great reward is 
with the Lord; for I 'am warranted to af- 
{ure You, «That God is not unrighteous to 
© forget 
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| "Fm of Clergy-men. 37 | 


« forget your! work and "labour of. Love, 
+ .  $%. which ye have ſhewed towards his Name, in 
y © that ye have miniſtred. unto the Saints, - and 


£ © yet do miniſter. 
| © Now unto him that is able to keep you 
© from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
n « fore the preſence of his glory with EXCEE. Jude 24. 25. 
* ding 10y, | 
* To the onely with God. our Saviour, be 
| © glory and yy ORE has and power, now 
7 —_ ever. Ames. 
oO — 


for the Relief of the Widows and Cl 
_Clergy-men, in the Tears 1684, Bg,! 86. 


' B the Corporation, 
To 28 Sequeſtred [Miniſters , ,, k... 5.: d. 
Widows -- — '-.. 084,00. 0 
4. 1684; To 68 other Miniſters Widows 101 10:0 


150 00* ”O 


- Prentices --) 
IE 10.0 


To 34 Sequeſt. Miniſters: Wid. 095/000 
A. 168s + To gy other rs Wow 129. 00 © 


| 228 00 © 

& To 45 Sequeſt. Miniſters Wid. 135 00/0 
WP =) 1686; 'To 112 other Miniſters Wid. 179,00'0 
E / | 2hildren -020- 00-0 
334. '©0; Sg 


847 To 


Dy; the Stewards of the Fauſt. 

For. Relief of 'poor "Miniſters) ES 
Widows, and Binding out 360-00 0 
Children, for the ſaid three, © 
years, about 


Tot. === 1207 100. 
bs 24 3S7:- 


